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1. What is your connection or intcrcst in this cate? e For example, are you a customer of thc Company that is thc
subject of this pending proceeding? (This section tttttst be completed, Anscb additional ini'ctmetion if necessary,)
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My husband and I arc retirees and our ~onl income is from the South Carolina
State Retirement System and my husband's Social Security. In 2011, my
husband received no raise from Social Security and from the S.C. State
Retirement System, we received only a 1.7"/o cost of living raise. In the
meantime, the price of gasoline and food has increased dramatically. Between
the cost of food, gasoline and medical bills, my husband and I are just barely
able to buy adequate amounts of food. KVe ~cno afford a 17%i incrcasc in
energy prices.

'I'here are many, many other South Carolinians like ourselves who are
experiencing very difficult financial straits at this time. The timing for Duke
Energy to ask for such a large rate increase could not be xvorse, especially on
the heels of their large profits From last year. Vfe ask you to pllase reject Duke
Energr's rate hike request. A rate hike of 17% would be disastrous to so many
South Carolinians at this time.


